Reviewing the status of
our natural assets
in South East Queensland:
Have your say!
We are asking your input as we conduct a review of the condition of
natural assets across South East Queensland (SEQ).
Your opinion will feed into the broadscale analysis we are conducting,
which will feed into the re-invigorated Natural Resource Management
Plan (NRM Plan) and targets across the region.
Below you will see two maps. Please look at them and let us know if
you think they are accurate and whether anything is missing.
The first map represents the status of natural assets across the Brisbane
local government area. The second is a high-level summary of threats
across the SEQ region more broadly.

Please
review these
two maps for
your area
and have your
say!

Step 1: View natural assets map
CLICK HERE
FOR LARGER
ASSETS MAP

Step 2: View risks map
CLICK HERE
FOR LARGER
RISK MAP

Step 3: Give your feedback
Please provide
your feedback

CLICK HERE
TO GIVE YOUR
FEEDBACK

Turn over for more information about why this is such an
1
important
project for building the resilience of our growing region.

South East Queensland’s NRM Plan:
Focussing action to protect our natural assets

South East Queensland’s
natural assets: Under pressure
The strong population growth forecasted for
South East Queensland in the coming decades
which will put significant additional pressures on
our natural assets, many of which are already
under threat.

The NRM Plan for South East Queensland is the region’s
plan to guide the protection and enhancement of our
region’s natural assets.
The NRM Plan integrates and balances the array of
competing economic, cultural, and environmental
factors to guide collaborative strategies and actions
which produce benefits for the whole community.

Bushland, wetlands and farmland areas are all
impacted by residential and industry expansion,
resulting in impacts on fisheries, iconic species,
biodiversity and open space.

It has been carefully crafted and adapted over time by a
broad collaboration of engaged stakeholders.

Our natural assets underpin our quality of life and
our economy. They provide important services
such as air and water filtration, food production
and beautiful places for living and recreation.

Healthy Land and Water is focused on ensuring the
priorities are moving with and adapting to the changing
environments and supporting communities in the best
way possible.

Also under
review the is progress
against the agreed set of
regional targets for SEQ
which provides a unique
monitoring and evaluation
tool to guide investment
to increase the resilience
and prosperity of the
region.

Whatever changes come our way will require a
more resilient catchment to be able to deal with
it.
Accordingly, we must plan and take concerted
action to protect and enhance our region if we
are going to retain our enviable reputation as a
great place to live, work and visit.

Major review
underway in 2021

South East
Queensland commenced formulating the first iteration of the
plan some 20 years ago, and like our environment and
ecosystems, it has been adapted to our dynamic, changing
environment ever since.
Every five years, Healthy Land and Water leads the review of the
NRM Plan, identifying the latest and most accurate data and
analysis methods. Progress against a set of targets is measured,
with input from academic/research bodies, government, and
community experts.
Change is compared to a baseline for each target, which was
created in 2009 when the first plan was endorsed.
This review process is currently underway, with a view to releasing
an updated plan for the region in late 2021.

Local government vision for a
prosperous SEQ

Sunshine Coast: a hub of biodiversity
The Sunshine Coast is known for its rich biodiverse
habitat, with some species found nowhere else in the
world. With over 60 national and conservation parks, it
features a diverse array of native plants and wildlife.
The Sunshine Coast hosts almost half of Australia’s bird
species, over 150 rare or endangered species, and
unspoiled wetlands, rainforests and coastal areas.
Many initiatives are underway to halt or reverse the
decline in natural asset condition. This report identifies
some of the broad changes occurring in the Sunshine
Coast region, and is intended to support and valueadd to the information already available.
Please turn over for target opportunities in the area.

The Sunshine Coast Community Strategy 2019-2041
is the Council’s long-term, strategy for the area.
It links in with the area’s Environment and
Liveability Strategy 2017 to achieve five key
outcomes for the region:
•
Maintaining and nurturing the natural
environment.
•
Responding to the challenge of population
growth.
•
Building resilience against the potential
impacts of climate change.
•
Creating liveable spaces and places to
live, work and play.
•
Driving renewable energy, efficiency and
technical know-how.
•
Living up to the expectations of future
generations.
•
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Target opportunities
The tourism industry relies heavily on the condition of our natural assets. Some of the major tourism
drawcards in the Sunshine Coast include:
•

Its climate, weather and clean air.

•

Beaches (including Caloundra’s Kings Beach, Golden Beach and Moffat Beach, Coolum
Beach, Mooloolaba Beach, Caloundra, Peregian Beach, Bullock Beach and Cotton Tree).

•

National Parks, including the Great Sandy National Park and Glass House Mountains National
Park (Mount Beerwah, Mount Tibrogargan, Mount Coochin and Mount Coonowrin).

Without the natural assets that supply these experiences, an $8 billion reduction in turnover to the
SEQ tourism industry could occur between now and 2031.1
The vision of the Sunshine Coast local government aligns well with the aspirations of the NRM Plan and
its significance for the region’s overall prosperity.

We need your help to protect our natural assets now and into the future
An important part of the NRM Plan review is to collate an updated understanding of the status of
natural assets in the area and risks across the region.
This is where you come in. In you haven’t already done so, please review the maps on the front page
of this flyer, then complete the short online survey we’ve put together to gather your feedback.
We thank you for your input into this important project for South East Queensland.

Traditional Owner acknowledgement
We acknowledge that the place we now live in has been nurtured by Australia’s First Peoples for tens
of thousands of years. We believe the spiritual, cultural and physical consciousness gained through this
custodianship is vital to maintaining the future of our region.

Funding acknowledgement
This project is supported by Healthy Land and Water,
through funding from the
Australian Government’s National Landcare Program.

Disclaimer
The material contained in this publication is produced for general information only. It is not intended as
professional advice on specific applications. It is the responsibility of the user to determine the suitability and
appropriateness of the material contained in this publication to specific applications. No person should act
or fail to act on the basis of any material contained in this publication without first obtaining specific
independent professional advice. Healthy Land and Water and the participants of our network expressly
disclaim any and all liability to any person in respect of anything done by any such person in reliance,
whether in whole or in part, on this publication. The information contained in this publication does not
necessarily represent the views of Healthy Land and Water or the participants of our network.
For further information about Healthy Land and Water, please email info@hlw.org.au or telephone
(07) 3177 9100.

Brisbane City Council’s Natural Assets Local Law 2003 helps to protect the local environment including bushland
areas, wetlands, waterway corridors and significant trees in urban areas. Council has been protecting vegetation
and forests with local laws since 1991, providing a balance between protecting the city’s environment and
people, property and lifestyle.
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