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New team member: Grant Pringle

Grant Pringle joins us as an Extension and Adoption Officer for the South East
Queensland Node of the SQNNSW Drought and Innovation Hub. With over
20 years of practical experience in agronomy, horticulture and grazing
sectors, Grant looks forward to meeting and collaborating with farmers and
industry groups to improve the resilience and sustainability of agricultural
businesses and communities across the SEQ region.

The SQNNSW Innovation Hub receives funding from the Australian Government’s Future Drought Fund.

Grazing Business Resilience Workshops

Greg Bath from Queensland Government Department of
Primary Industries facilitating discussions at the Farm Business
Resilience Plannina workshoo held in Tooaoolawah.
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Last month, our Sustainable Ag Team had the pleasure of hosting the Grazing Business Resilience
Workshop in both Toogoolawah and Boonah in collaboration with the Beef Extension team from
the Queensland Government’s Department of Primary Industries (DPI) and Rural Solutions
Queensland.

The presenters discussed current programs and assistance available to farmers with the help of
the Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority (QRIDA) and Rural Financial
Counselling Service to help improve drought preparedness and grazing business management
while working through steps to develop an effective Farm Business Resilience Plan. Over 30
producers were guided through several activities working to identify key risks to their natural
resources, production, business and people and developing goals and plans to improve their
business sustainability and resilience.

Thanks to Wounded Heros for catering the Boonah workshop.

The workshops were supported by the Australian Government through funding from the Climate-Smart
Agriculture Program under the Natural Heritage Trust and The Farm Business Resilience Program which is
jointly funded through the Australian Government’s Future Drought Fund and the Queensland
Government's Drought and Climate Adaptation Program.

Somerset Beef Producers Group meeting

Andrew Ward from Regen Farmers Mutual presenting to the
Producers Group held in Toogoolawah.

The Somerset Beef Producers Group met on 6 May at the Toogoolawah Golf club for an evening
of updates on Healthy Land & Water's Climate Smart Agriculture project with special guests from
QUT and Regen Farmers mutual.

QUT doctoral student Ella Dewilde and researcher Dr David Tucker want to know if acoustic
measurements and motion activated cameras - tools referred to together as remote biodiversity
assessment - are a practical tool for landholders to use themselves. By working with landholders
through Healthy Land & Water’s Climate Smart Agriculture Project, Ella and David hope to learn if
remote biodiversity assessments are a practical and cost-effective tool for landholders to use and
learn about the biodiversity on their farms.
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Andrew Ward from Regen Farmers Mutual gave an inspiring presentation to the producers helping
them identity, discover and develop opportunities to invest in their natural capital assets from
various sources including government programs, environmental markets, philanthropy, local
economic networks, and supply chains.

This meeting was supported by the Ausfralian Government through funding from the Climate-Smart
Agriculture Program under the Natural Herifage Trust.

How to Plan a Burn - landholder workshop

Our fire team (Queensland Fire & Biodiversity Consortium) hosted a highly praised 'How to Plan a
Burn' workshop on 17 May in Crossdale, an interactive outdoor event guiding participants through
the essentials of using fire as a land management tool. We covered topics such as burn area
selection, regulatory compliance, site preparation, fuel hazard assessment, ignition techniques,
and safety protocols.

Participants gained knowledge in the ecological benefits of burning in both pasture and
environmental landscapes, learning how well-planned burns can improve biodiversity and
enhance land productivity. Attendees appreciated engaging directly with the landscape
outdoors to deepen their understanding of fire's role in sustainable land management.

Supported by the Queensland Government’s Natural Resources Recovery Program and Somerset
Regional Council, this free event empowered local landholders to care for their properties with
confidence and ecological awareness. Thank you to our generous landholders who hosted us.
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Ask us about soil sampling: a foundation for sustainable agriculture

Our sustainable agriculture team was back in the paddock,
visiting and working alongside landholders to conduct sall
sampling to help understand and manage the health of our
soils.

We exiracted soil cores from across various paddocks to send
for detailed lab analysis, assessing the nutrient availability and
potential limitations for crop and pasture growth.

In the field, landholders received real-time insights on

the physical traits of their soils and will be sent

a comprehensive written report in the coming weeks. This
report will include the laboratory results and tailored
recommendations to support informed decision-making for
sustainable land management.

These soil assessments are part of our ongoing commitment
to supporting resilient, productive, and environmentally sound

agricultural practices across South East Queensiand. If you are interested in soil testing on your
property, please reach out Vanessa Smolders via email vanessa.s@hlw.org.au.

LCAT: The official tool used to track land condition improvements
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The Land Condition Assessment Tool (LCAT) was developed
to assess the condition of grazing land and provide useful
information for graziers and land managers about the health
and productivity of their pastures. LCAT is the official tool used
to tfrack land condition improvements across our Natural
Resources Recovery Program (NRRP) on-farm project sites.

We received hands-on training from Rob Hassett
(Queensland Government Department of Primary Industries),
on how to use LCAT to assess land condition, how to guide
landholders through understanding the results and how to
apply this knowledge to improve the condition of their
grazing land.

Feel free to ask us about how we can help you assess and
monitor your pasture health and land condition.

This project is funded by Queensland Government’s Natural Resources Recovery Program, supported in

partnership with Seqwater.
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Industry News

Latest climate outlook from Bureau of Meteorology and Northern

Australia Climate Program

The long-term weather forecast for June — August 2025 from Bureau of Meteorology shows both
daytime and overnight temperatures are likely to be above average, while rainfall is likely to be in
the typical range.

Full BOM forecast video hitps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q0gAYK7UcRg

sy June to Augu

A1 3

The Northern Australia Climate Program (NACP) are releasing short videos each month featuring
Dr Andrew Marshall (NACP Team Leader and Bureau climatologist) with a view of the seasonall
outlook.

Find the latest video on the NACP YouTube channel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LXfoKRKVEE
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PAW Symposium — Reflections from a Sustainable Agriculture Facilitator

Held from May 19-22 in Gladstone, the symposium (themed Strategies for Pest Success)
showcased the latest research, tools, and collaborative strategies for managing pest animals and
weeds.

Our Sustainable Agriculture Facilitator Renee Ould had this to say about the event:

“Aftending PAWS 2025 was an incredible opportunity fo connect with leading minds in invasive
species management and bring back valuable insights to support our work with landholders
across South East Queensland.

I was particularly inspired by the emphasis on practical, landscape-scale approaches and the role
of community partnerships in achieving long-term biodiversity outcomes. Field fours provided a
tangible look at regional pest and weed challenges and demonstrated how locally tailored
responses can make a real impact. Discussions ranged from early detection and eradication
along the invasion curve to integrated asset protection planning and the importance of
empowering local communities through education and capacity building.

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Weed Society of Queensland, PAWS 2025 reinforced the
critical role we all play in building resilient, productive landscapes through coordinated invasive
species management. Feel free to have about the latest weed management strategies.”

The attendance of our Sustainable Agriculture Facilitators is supported by the Australian Government
through funding from the Natural Heritage Trust under the Climate-Smart Agriculture program.

Have your say about: Primary Industries Prosper 2050 — a 25-year
Blueprint for Queensland’s Primary Industries

The draft blueprint, Primary Industries Prosper 2050, has been co-designed with industry and other
stakeholders as part of a staged consultation. The draft blueprint is now out for consultation until
5:00 pm on 9 June 2025.
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Together, industry and other stakeholders will co-design and co-deliver a 25-year blueprint that will

shape the future of Queensland's primary industries. The blueprint will be supported by a series of
5-year plans developed with industry and other stakeholders to ensure they reflect local priorities.

Have your say here hitps://dpi.engagementhub.com.au/primary-industries-blueprint

Register on the Queensland Agriculture and Fisheries eHub before taking the survey to save your
responses as you go. Access your draft or completed survey by clicking on your User Dashboard in
the top right-hand corner of the web page.

Download the draft blueprint
https://dpi.engagementhub.com.au/projects/download/20548/ProjectDocument

The Department of Primary Industries will be available for consultation at these upcoming events,
should you have any further questions or prefer to chat face to face.

o Elders FarmFest, Toowoomba, 3 - 5 June 2025 at the Office of Industrial Relations stand.

e Hort Connections, Brisbane, 4 - 6 June 2025 at the DPI stand.

Have your say about: Drought and Climate Adaptation Program

Producers and adyvisors in QLD, NT, and WA, share how you're managing climate variability in the
5th Climate Management Survey by the Queensland and Northern Australia Drought and Climate
Adaptation Program (DCAP). This 10-minute online survey is anonymous.

Complete the survey to get a free Al Australia’s Variable Rainfall/Pasture Growth Poster (1890-
2025) and enter the draw to win one of five $100 YETI vouchers.

Have your say here
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8281483/DCAP-Benchmarking-Survey-2025

DCAP is a Queensland Government initiative focused on improving producer drought and
climate preparedness and business resilience. The ongoing survey data helps shape funding and
planning for managing climate variability.

Learn more at longpaddock.qld.gov.au/dcap/ or contact Program Manager Neil Cliffe on
neil.cliffe@daf.gld.gov.au or phone 13 25 23.
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Fire Ants spreading in 5 new LGAs: Residents and businesses take note

The widespread flooding associated with Ex-TC Alfred has unfortunately caused further spread of
fire ants. Below is the latest update from the National Fire Ant Eradication Program.

TooWaamBa st
" 'Hlosecurity Zone 2
Binsecurity Zone 1

Gold Coast

Warwick

Recent detections have led to the inclusion of several new suburbs in fire ant biosecurity zones.

More about biosecurity zones https://www.fireants.org.au/stop/biosecurity-zones

Affected communities include those in Brisbane City, Lockyer Valley, Moreton Bay, Scenic Rim,
Somerset, Ipswich and Logan LGAs. Palmview and the surrounding Sunshine Coast area are
among the largest regions affected.

Find out more here https://www.fireants.org.au/stop

Anyone handling or transporting materials that can carry fire ants within the zones, such as sail,
hay, straw, mulch, manure, quarry materials, turf, and potted plants, must comply with the
biosecurity requirements.

What you must do:

e Businesses — check your biosecurity zone, follow movement controls, and use fire ant-safe
practices (https://www.fireants.org.au/stop/movement-controls/movement-controls-guide).

e Residents — ensure materials purchased from these zones are handled safely
(https://www fireants.org.au/stop/movement-advice-tool).

Eradicating fire ants remains a national priority to protect Australia from their devastating impacts.
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Eat Local Month

Location:
Scenic Rim

Date:
30 May — 29 June 2025

This June, you're invited to experience a month-long celebration
of award-winning local produce, farms, wineries, distilleries, and
authentic paddock-to-plate experiences—just an hour from
Brisbane and the Gold Coast.

Featuring over 100 events, explore the Scenic Rim through hands-
on workshops, masterclasses, and on-farm experiences. Meet
passionate producers, indulge in locally sourced dishes at long
lunches, flavour-filled dinners, and exclusive dining experiences
hosted by top Queensland chefs.

Event page htips://www.eatlocalmonth.com.au/

Elders FarmFest 2025

Location:
Kingsthorpe Park,
Toowoomba

Date:
3 -5 June 2025

Elders FarmFest plays a vital role in Australian agriculture,
showcasing and demonstrating a vast range of new products
and services, highlighting new technology and innovation and
providing information to professionals on the land.

Renowned for its steadfast dedication to Queensland farming,
Elders FarmFest showcases the offerings of close to 1,000 diverse
companies on-site.

Time: Event page hitps://elders.com.au/elders-farmfest/
8:30am - 4:30pm
Hort Connections 2025 - Session held during Hort Connections 2025.

Australion Vegetable
Industry Seminar (AVIS)

Location:

Sky Room, Brisbane
Convention & Exhibition
Centre

Date:
4 June 2025

Time:
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Facilitated by Soil Wealth ICP, this panel session brings together
perspectives from three growers and one industry representative
from New Zealand and Australia for a practical discussion on
future proofing production systems.

Session registration https://soilwealth.com.au/event/swicp-panel-
session-at-avis/

Event page hitps://hortconnections.com.au/
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Preparing for Fire:
Understanding Planned
Burns | Cecil Plains

Location:
Cecil Plains Memorial Hall

Date:
7 June 2025

Time:
9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Join us for a free half-day workshop, Preparing for Fire, designed
for residents in the Cecil Plains and surrounds area.

This session, delivered by Healthy Land & Water's Queensland Fire
& Biodiversity Consortium, will discuss planned burns and fire
ecology.

Workshop highlights:
e Planned Burn Site Visit: Tour a planned burn site with
Toowoomba Regional Council.
e Understanding Risk: Learn to assess landscape and fuel risk
for burn planning.

For more information, contact Hannah Etchells
hannah.e@hlw.org.au or 0447 189 765.

Event page
https://hlw.org.au/portfolio/preparing-for-fire-cecil-plains

The event is being delivered in partnership with Somerset Regional Council and
supported by the Queensland Fire & Biodiversity Consorfium.

Forecasting to Farm -
Weather Tools to Aid
Seasonal Planning
[Webinar]

Location:
Online

Date:
9 June 2025

Time:
12:00 pm —1:30 pm

Join Andrew Maclean, Agriculture Customer Lead, Bureau of
Meteorology (BOM) and lan Moss, Agronomist, Farm
Management Consultant, and Founder of FARM (Farm Agronomy
& Resource Management) for a webinar focussed on the BOM's
weather and climate tools, and how they can be used to support
farm agronomic decisions.

Andrew will outline how to access and inferpret the Bureau's
long-range forecasts, as well as its weekly forecasts in MetEye,
and My Climate View. lan will discuss how FARM is working with
farmers to effectively utilise these types of tools to assist on farm
agronomic decisions.

Event page https://www.gff.org.au/events/forecasting-to-farm-
weather-tools-to-aid-seasonal-planning-webinar/
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Caitle, Carbon &
Sustainability Workshop x2

Location:
Toogoolawah

Date:

10 June 2025
Or

11 June 2025

Time:
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Come along and learn about emerging carbon and
environmental markets, the carbon cycle, progress towards
carbon neutrality and what it all means for your grazing business.
The workshops provide an opportunity to hear from DPI Beef &
Carbon Extension Officer, Billie Standfield and respected Carbon
Farmer & Advisor Christophe Bur, along with Healthy Land &
Water staff on the following topics so you can make informed
decisions in a rapidly evolving and often confusing space.

Topics include:

e The carbon cycle and carbon emissions in agriculture.

e Carbon neutral — what it means at industry and farm level.

e How to develop a carbon account for your grazing
business.

e Practical options for managing carbon and emissions on
your farm.

e Carbon farming — what's involved, methods, opportunities
and risks for your business.

o Ofher emerging environmental markets.

Morning tea and lunch will be provided.

Event page https://hlw.org.au/events

For questions contact Vanessa Smolders on vanessa.s@hlw.org.au

or 0432 561 610.

These events are supported by the Australian Government through funding from
the Climate-Smart Agriculture Program under the Natural Heritage Trust and The
Farm Business Resilience Program which is jointly funded through the Australian
Government’s Future Drought Fund and the Queensland Government’s Drought
and Climate Adaptation Program.

Scenic Rim Farming Expo

Location:
Harrisville

Date:
13 =14 June 2025

Time:
8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Friday 13 June - Industry experts and businesses dedicated to
promoting agricultural excellence. Discover ground-breaking
innovations, sustainable practices, and the latest ag tech drones
that are shaping the future of farming.

Saturday 14 June - Suited for hobby farmers interested in learning
more about farming life. Big acre farmers are also welcome with
relevant trade stalls on site both days.

The Scenic Rim Farming Expo is delivered in partnership with
Harrisville Lions Club, Rotary Club of Fassifern Valley with the
support of local businesses and industry across the region.

Event page
https://events.humanitix.com/scenic-rim-farming-expo-2025

Page 1115



https://hlw.org.au/events
mailto:vanessa.s@hlw.org.au
https://events.humanitix.com/scenic-rim-farming-expo-2025

Fisheries and Forestry

Future

Drought ?:4%:: Heulthy Southern 1 SQNNSW

Fund .

.
s . Austrulinn Government
=5 Department of Agriculture,

Unbversity of

Land & Water Queensland Innovation Hub

Bushfire Information
Session - Kandanga

Location:
Kandanga

Date:
14 June 2025

Time:
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Join us for a great fire preparedness session for residents in
Kandanga and surrounds.

This session offers practical advice and insights from local experts
about the vital role of fire in our landscape and how you can
reduce fuel loads and mitigate bushfire risks.

Learn about:

e Fire ecology, ecological burning, and hazard reduction
from experienced fire ecologists.

e A comprehensive Rural Fire Service presentation on
"Prepare, Act, Survive" and an overview of the new
Australian Fire Danger Rating System.

e Practical steps you can take as a property owner.

By the end of this session, you will:

e Gain a deeper understanding of fire ecology.

e Learn practical steps for better fuel management to
support ecological outcomes and minimise risks to your
property.

e Connect with fellow Land for Wildlife property owners.

e Get a greater understanding of the importance of
planned burning.

For any questions, please contact Hannah at Queensland Fire &
Biodiversity Consortium (QFBC) at hannah.e@hlw.org.au or 0447
189 765.

Event page hitps://hlw.org.au/porifolio/bushfire-information-
session-kandanga

The event is being delivered in partnership with Gympie Regional Council by the
Queensland Fire & Biodiversity Consortium.

Backing Onto Bush | Esk

Location:
Somerset Civic Centre, Esk

Date:
28 June 2025

Time:
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Backing Onto Bush workshops are a half-day session for peri-
urban and rural residential landholders to learn about fire
ecology and what keeps the bush healthy.

This interactive workshop has been designed for residents of Esk,
including the neighbourhoods around Highland Street, Lakeview
Drive, Outlook Drive and surrounds.

For any questions, please contact Hannah at Queensiand Fire &
Biodiversity Consortium (QFBC) at hannah.e@hlw.org.au or 0447
189 765.

Event page hitps://hiw.org.au/porifolio/backing-onto-bush-esk

The event is being delivered in partnership with Somerset Regional Council and
supported by the Queensland Fire & Biodiversity Consortium.
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Bull Breeding Soundness
Evaluation/ Estimated
Breeding Values Breeding
Workshops

Toogoolowah 16 July 2025

Boonah 17 July 2025

Date claimer for upcoming event, delivered in partnership with
Department of Primary Industries

Breeder Nutrition Workshop

Toogoolowah
2 September 2025

Boonah
3 September 2025

Date claimer for upcoming event.

AgXchange Australia

Location:
Gold Coast Convention
and Exhibition Cenftre

Date:
24 - 25 September 2025

3.
4.

5.

National Farmers’ Federation’s (NFF) flagship conference is back.
Guided by the NFF's 2030 Roadmap, the program will tackle the
big issues shaping agriculture, covering five key themes:
1.
2.

Innovation — Practical tools and emerging industries.
Sustainability — Carbon, water, waste, and the circular
economy.

Risk — Drought, biosecurity, and succession planning.
Farming communities — Workforce, mental health, and farm
safety.

Supply chain — Manufacturing, consumer trends, and global
trade.

Whether you're on the farm, in the boardroom, or shaping policy,
AgXchange Australia is your must-attend event to exchange
ideas, build networks, and gain valuable industry insights.

Event page https://events.humanitix.com/agxchange-australia

Gatton AgTech Showcase

Location:
Gatton Smart Farms

Date:
15-16 October 2025

The showcase will provide an opportunity for vegetable growers
to see new global AgTech in action for the first time on Australian
soil and to talk to AgTech manufacturers about how these
technologies can help their businesses be more productive and
profitable.

Event page https://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/news-
media/news/gatton-agtech-showcase
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AgriEmpower Scholarships - closing 30 June 2025

Australia's agriculture industry is racing fowards an ambitious $100 billion goal by 2030, and
reaching it requires bold ideas, fresh thinking, and passionate leaders.

Woolworths and the National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) have partnered to launch the
AgriEmpower Scholarship — investing $400,000 over four years in future ag changemakers.

We're offering 20 scholarships of $20,000 each to individuals aged 25-40 across the agricultural
supply chain. This is your chance to get funding to:

¢ Make your innovative projects happen
e Develop skills and knowledge
e Gain experience to contribute to the sector

NFF is looking for diverse thinkers who don't fit a single mould, but share a drive to enhance
Australian agriculture.

Beyond the $20k (which recipients have 18 months to use), get access to valuable events and
workshops hosted by Woolworths and NFF to build your network.

Apply here hitps://nff.org.au/agriempower-scholarships/

Exceptional Disaster Assistance Recovery Grants for Ex-TC Alfred —
closing 2 April 2026

Grants of up to $25,000 are available for eligible affected producers and small businesses
following Tropical Cyclone Alfred and Associated Severe Weather, 1 - 16 March 2025, to hire or
purchase equipment and materials, clean up, remove debiris, replace fencing and other costs
associated with the recovery process. Eligible primary producer within the declared disaster area
should take photographs of the direct damage to accompany their application/s.

Further details hitps://www.qgrida.qld.gov.au/program/exceptional-disaster-assistance-
recovery-grants-tropical-cyclone-alfred-and-associated#producer-tab
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Please contact us if you would like help promoting an upcoming event or sustainable
agriculture initiative you are involved in.

Sustainable Agriculture team:

Vanessa Smolders | 0432 561 610 | vanessa.s@hlw.org.au
Lene Knudsen | 0429 000 179 | lene.k@hlw.org.au
Renee Ould | 0455 341 682 | renee.o@hlw.org.au

Grant Pringle | 0455 399 949 | arant.p@hlw.org.au

Bruce Lord | 0427 0132 284 | bruce.l@hlw.org.au

The Sustainable Agriculture Newsletter is supported by the Australian Government through funding
from the Natural Heritage Trust under the Climate-Smart Agriculture program and through the
Future Drought Fund funding of the SQNNSW Drought Resilience, Innovation & Adoption Hub.
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