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Mid Brisbane

B-

D+

Improved condition due to a significant decrease
in pollutant loads and improved estuarine water
quality. The community is highly satisfied with
the waterways .

An important drinking water supply
catchment with slightly improved condition
due to slightly improved stream health.
The community is highly satisfied with the
waterways and their ability to use them.

B+ Overall Moreton Bay
B Western Bay
Remains in good condition. Seagrass condition
is fair and expanding in Deception Bay.

A- Eastern Bay
Remains in excellent condition despite a slight
decline in water clarity.

Poor: Conditions meet few of the guidelines in most of the
reporting area. Many key processes are not functional and
most critical habitats are impacted.

An important agricultural production
catchment that remains in poor condition.
The community is moderately satisfied with
the waterways.

This information was collected through a range of methods
including social surveys and economic assessments.
Maximum social and economic benefits

Remains in good condition. Extent of marine
habitat is good to excellent.

D+

Lower Brisbane
CRemains in fair condition due to a decrease in
pollutant loads. The community is highly satisfied
with the waterways and their ability to use them.

Bremer
D+

Redlands

Improved condition due to improved
estuarine water quality and freshwater
stream health. The community value the
waterways highly despite their moderate
recreational use.

C+
Remains in fair condition. Good estuarine water
quality, however freshwater stream health
remained poor. The community value the
waterways highly and report high satisfaction
with them.

Logan
C-

B Southern Bay

Improved condition due to a decrease in
pollutant loads. However, estuarine and
stream health remain in poor condition.
The community value the waterways highly
despite their moderate recreational use.

Declined slightly due to an increase in nutrient
concentrations and a decline in water clarity.

B+ Broadwater
Declined slightly due to an increase in phosphorus
concentrations and a decline in water clarity.
Retains a very high proportion of wetland habitat.

Albert
C+

Nerang

Improved condition due to improved stream
health and a decrease in pollutant loads.
The community is highly satisfied with the
waterways and their ability to use them.

C
Slightly improved condition due to a decrease
in pollutant loads. Under pressure from a
lack of estuarine and freshwater habitat. The
community is highly satisfied with the waterways
and receive high recreational benefits.

Very high social and economic benefits
High social and economic benefits
Moderate social and economic benefits
Minimum social and economic benefits
NOTE: A Waterway Benefits Rating for the bay zones and
Broadwater will be explored in future years.

Pimpama/Coomera
B

Tallebudgera/Currumbin

Improved condition due to a decrease
in pollutant loads. Very high community
satisfaction with the waterways and the
economic value generated through local
recreation is also high.

B

Find out more at healthywaterways.org/reportcard

Improved condition due to a decrease in pollutant
loads. Estuarine water quality and freshwater
stream health remain in excellent condition. The
community is highly satisfied with the waterways.

Central Catchments and
Moreton Bay Zones
Caboolture, Pine, Lower Brisbane and Redlands.
Bay zones and Broadwater.
Waterways in the central sub region are in fair to
good condition. A significant reduction in pollutant
loads entering local waterways has offset a decline
in freshwater stream health. The level of benefit the
community receives from their local waterways is high.
The local communities value their waterways highly and
generally report their satisfaction with them as high.
These catchments remain under pressure from urban
development, and rural and urban hot spots which are
vulnerable to channel erosion.
Moreton Bay areas and the Broadwater remain in
good condition. The Bay supports high value habitat,
making it an important fishery and key tourism
resource for the region. Protecting this resource into
the future will require reducing sediment loads from
growing urban areas and stabilising riverbanks in rural
areas.
Local councils and industry are working hard to ensure
sediment loads generated through urban development
are minimised. This includes exploring cost-effective
re-allocation of stormwater management resources via
off-site stormwater treatment solutions.

58%
50%
of freshwater
wetlands have
been lost since
clearing began1
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$12 million

injected into the
economy through boat
registrations5
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is contributed to the
economy each year
through agriculture 6
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Poorly managed
construction sites are
one of the main sources
of sediment in urban
waterways 8

Channel and gully erosion associated with historic
land-clearing of riparian vegetation has resulted in
bulk erosion and transport of sediment within the
sub region’s waterways. Revegetation and channel
stabilisation are needed in large areas of the catchment
that are vulnerable to erosion.
A number of planning initiatives and actions are helping
to reduce sediment loads in local waterways. This
includes the Lockyer Valley, Mid-Brisbane and Bremer
River Catchment Action Plans, on-ground revegetation
and channel stabilisation works, best management
practice horticulture and grazing programs.
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15,000 dump
trucks
worth of sediment entered
the waterways10

Stanley, Upper Brisbane, Mid Brisbane, Lockyer,
Bremer.
Waterway condition in the western sub region spans
from poor to good. The highly productive western
catchments enable the agricultural activities that are
vital to our food supply and the economy. The level
of benefit the community receives from their local
waterways therefore ranges from moderate to high.
The local communities value their waterways highly and
generally report their satisfaction with them as high.

$1.2 billion

T

Local councils, industry and the community are working
to reduce sediment loads through a range of projects
including the Logan/Albert Catchment Action Plan (due
in 2017).

Western Catchments

B

67%

of the community
say using their local
waterways helps them
to relax4

of bays and estuaries
have water clarity
above guideline
levels2
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Economic - measures the financial benefits generated through
recreational use of waterways and recreational fishing, as well
as the contribution the catchment makes to providing clean
drinking water.

B+ Central Bay

Sediment pollutant loads generated through rural
channel erosion and a rapidly growing urban footprint
continue to impact waterway condition and benefits.
Local councils, industry and the community are working
to reduce sediment loads through a number of key
projects across the region, including the Pumicestone
Passage Action Plan. Further action is needed in
vulnerable rural and urban areas to maintain vegetation,
stabilise channels and banks, and minimise runoff from
construction sites.

Sediment pollution remains a significant pressure.
Environmental condition and socio-economic benefits
are highly vulnerable to channel erosion in the upper
rural catchments, and lower parts of the catchment
are vulnerable to sediment generated through a lack
of erosion and sediment control, particularly from
construction sites.

60
fish species live
in our estuaries, 4
of which are near
threatened3

1/3
4 out of 5 people
are willing to change their
behaviour to help protect
local waterways4

of horticulture production
areas are using the
Hort360 best
management practice
program7

29%

of creeks and rivers
are highly vulnerable
to channel erosion9

ns

Pine

on
i
t
i
d
n

CE

Improved condition due to a significant decrease
in pollutant loads. The community is highly
satisfied with the waterways and their ability
to use them.

Remains in poor condition. The community
is highly satisfied with this important
drinking water supply and agricultural
production catchment.

Lockyer

Social - measures community satisfaction with waterways as
well as their ability to access and use waterways.

The southern sub region has fair to excellent waterway
condition. Slight improvements were seen across
Logan, Albert and Nerang, which are all in fair
condition while Pimpama/Coomera and Tallebudgera/
Currumbin improved from fair to good condition. These
improvements were largely driven by a decrease in the
amount of pollutant loads entering the waterways. The
level of benefit the community receives from their local
waterways ranges from high to very high. The local
communities value their waterways highly and generally
report being highly satisfied with them. The economic
value generated through local waterway recreation is
moderate to high.
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Fair: Conditions are close to meeting guidelines in most
of the reporting area. Key processes are impacted but still
functional and critical habitats are impacted.

South East Queensland’s waterways provide many social and
economic benefits to the community through recreation, tourism,
fishing and providing clean drinking water. The Waterway Benefits
Rating provides an assessment of these social and economic
benefits, which are combined to reach an overall rating.

Waterway condition in the northern sub region ranges
from good to excellent. Lower than average rainfall
throughout the year has significantly decreased the
amount of pollutant loads entering the waterways,
leading to improved condition in Maroochy, Mooloolah
and Pumicestone Passage. The majority of waterways
have high quality estuarine habitat, which support
recreational fishing. The level of benefit the community
receives from their local waterways ranges from high
to very high. The local communities therefore value
their waterways highly. They also generally report
being highly satisfied with them. The economic value
generated through local waterway recreation is very
high.

B+

Caboolture

Upper Brisbane

Good: Conditions meet guidelines for most of the reporting
area. Most key processes are slightly impacted and most
critical habitats are intact.

Waterway Benefits Rating:

Pumicestone Passage
Improved condition due to a decrease in pollutant
loads. The community value their waterways highly
and receive very high recreational benefits.

Excellent: Conditions meet all guidelines. All key processes
are functional and critical habitats are in near pristine
condition.

Fail: Conditions do not meet the set guidelines. Most key
processes are not functional and most critical habitats are
severely impacted.

Logan, Albert, Pimpama/Coomera, Nerang,
Tallebudgera/Currumbin.
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Noosa, Maroochy, Mooloolah,
Pumicestone Passage.
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This important drinking water supply
catchment remained in good condition.
The community value the waterways highly
for their lifestyle and wellbeing benefits.

Improved condition due to a decrease in pollutant
loads. Extremely high community satisfaction with the
waterways, and the highest recreational use.
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Improved condition due to a significant
decrease in pollutant loads. The community
is very highly satisfied with the waterways
and their ability to use them.

Southern Catchments
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Maroochy

Northern Catchments
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The Environmental Condition Grade is comprised of multiple
indicators, assessing key freshwater and estuarine aspects of
the waterways. Indicators are assessed against established
guidelines and benchmarks, resulting in a single grade for each
catchment or bay zone. The data used to calculate the 2016
grades have been collected using an integration of computer
modelling and field monitoring.

Remains in excellent condition. The
community value their waterways very highly
for their lifestyle and wellbeing benefits.

B

Stanley

Catchment Text - Condition and benefits key message
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Environmental Condition Grade:

A-

IM
PA
C

The 2016 Report Card Environmental Condition Grades and
Waterway Benefits Ratings are based on analysis of data
compiled from July 2015 to June 2016.

Noosa
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Results – What do they mean?

Waterway Benefits Rating

A

C
PA

The Program is managed by Healthy Waterways and
Catchments on behalf of our member organisations, and
delivered by a team of scientific experts from state and local
government, water utilities, universities and industry.

Environmental Condition Grade

IM

The Healthy Waterways and Catchments Monitoring Program
is one of the most comprehensive waterway monitoring
programs in Australia. The Program delivers a regional
assessment of the environmental condition and benefits of
waterways. Last year, new measures were introduced to focus
on additional pressures (such as sediment in our waterways),
and to understand the links between water quality and
waterway benefits that are provided to the community. This
assessment is undertaken for each of South East Queensland’s
18 major catchments and five zones in Moreton Bay and
Broadwater.

A SNAPSHOT OF SOUTH EAST
QUEENSLAND'S WATERWAYS 2016

REPORT CARD
KEY MESSAGES

Waterway name
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REPORT CARD RESULTS 2016

Healthy Waterways and Catchments
Monitoring Program

1. Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (2016) WetlandInfo
2. Healthy Waterways and Catchments Monitoring Program
3. University of Sunshine Coast & Healthy Waterways and Catchments
(2016) Linking habitat, land use and water quality to optimise fish
conservation in degraded estuaries
4. Queensland University of Technology & Healthy Waterways and
Catchments (2016) Social Survey 2016
5. Science Under Sail & Healthy Waterways and Catchments (2016)
Economic Valuation of Waterways

600

government and
industry professionals
were trained in
erosion and sediment
control for urban
development8

io
t
Ac

6. Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (2015) Queensland Agricultural
Land Audit
7. GrowCom
8. Healthy Waterways and Catchments (2016) Erosion and Sediment
Control Program 2015-16
9. Healthy Waterways and Catchments (2016) Sub Catchment Hazard
Assessment
10. Healthy Waterways and Catchments & BMT WBM (2016) Report Card
Modelling 2016

